
 

 

 

 

 

21st September 2022 

STATEMENT ON THE RESOLUTION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ON THE VIOLATIONS OF 

HUMAN RIGHTS LINKED TO INVESTMENTS IN THE OIL PIPELINE 

The National Unity Platform (NUP) welcomes the Resolution by the European Parliament on the 
violations of human rights linked to investments in fossil fuels- specifically the Kingfisher, Tilenga and 
the East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP) projects.  

Among others, the Resolution is in agreement with our view that the project in its present form, is not 
intended for the tangible development of Uganda or its neighbors, but rather aims solely at exporting 
crude oil. The proceeds from the project will likely be lost through the widespread corruption and used 
for patronage, like has happened to all other projects undertaken by the Museveni regime.  

No wonder, despite repeated requests from the Ugandan people for transparency and accountability, 
the regime has refused to disclose the Production Sharing Agreements with international oil companies, 
as well as the EACOP related agreements. In other countries, such agreements are made available 
online and can be accessed and critiqued by citizens. The people of Uganda oppose Gen. Museveni’s 
continuous personalization of our natural resources including oil which he refers to as “my oil”. 

We also agree that the project poses great dangers to the environment generally, and more specifically 
the water resources within the region. A satisfactory Environmental Impact Assessment must be made. 

We are pleased that the Resolution mentions the serious violations of human rights being committed by 
the Museveni regime- desperate to extend the 36-year rule at all costs. These violations include the 
abductions of citizens, arbitrary detentions without trial, harassment and closure of civil society 
organisations, grabbing of huge private chunks of land without providing adequate and timely 
compensation or following due process of law.  

We encourage the EACOP Partners, in the interim, to implement the one-year moratorium as proposed 
by the Resolution, in order to study the feasibility of alternative routes intended to protect our water 
resources as well as deal with the potential social-environmental consequences of the project.  

We have noted statements from regime officials describing the Resolution as an act of neo-colonialism 
and racism. This is the usual blackmail by the Museveni regime, like other despots. They always evoke 
Pan-African sentiments whenever called out on extrajudicial killings, abductions, torture, etc. Are these 
violations the standard measure of Pan-Africanism? Why is the West only regarded a reliable ally when 
the regime goes there begging for aid, and not when they call out the barbaric criminal acts? These 
double standards and hypocrisy must be condemned.  

The National Unity Platform believes in undertaking robust development programs to lift our people out 
of poverty and push our nation out of the pit of underdevelopment. However, these programs must go 
hand in hand with transparency, accountability and respect for human rights and civil liberties. While 
moving from a predominantly agricultural economy to an oil economy, there must be genuine political, 
social and economic reforms. From their track-record, it is very clear that Gen. Museveni’s regime lacks 
the willingness or even the ability to implement any such reforms.  
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